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I¥ THE 8EXATE OF THE UNITED STATES.

May 5, 186k —Ordersd tu be printed, aml that 80, HHY additioesl copies be prinied for the ase
iy of 1k Sepade,

JOTET REROGLUTHIN Srwcilng the [ LLRLTLE tof 1he War bo exnmlne lete e rroret stk
ow Fart Pillawr.

HRerolved by the Senste and [oase of Nepressdoiise of te Unied Stol of dmerica in (ongren
awenid-d, That the Joint Committer oo the Conboct of the War be, and they are herebry,
festrmetidl do bngnkre into the troth of the momored slanghter of ihe Uuion troops, siter
their surrender, st the recend allsck of fhe rebel forces upon Fort Fillow, Tenpemss ; aa,
alar, whether Fort Filluw conld have been sufficlently re-esforced of evecusied, and i so,
why it was oot dome ; amd that Uy report the Fuils fo Uongress s soon s posibds,

Appeoved April 21, 1964,

Mr. Wank submitted the following

REPORT.

The Joint Commutiee on the Conduct and Ezpendirures of the War, to whom was
referred fie revolwrion of Comgress tnnfructing them fo ineestigate the late
miarsaere af Fort Pillow, destgmated fiwo mem of the commitiee— Merirs,
Wade and roork—te JSorihwith to eech placer ax they might deem
necerrary, and fake teatimony.  That sub-committer Aaving discharped that
duty, returned to thie city, and submitted to the join! commitiee a report, with
accompanyiag papers and teiiimony.  The report was read and adopied by
the commilice, whore chatrsan war ineiructed fo mebmit the sanie, with the
testimony, to the Sraate, and aek that the rame be printed,

HEPMOET OF AURCOMMITTEE.

Mewsrs, Wape and Goocn, the sub-committee appeinted by the Jeint Com-
rlill:d:thnn the Gnug:;;t m:hEidp:uﬂi!nwl nl'ﬂ}c 'l:'l:u. with iulffnﬂ_:nn to
to such points ne might deem necessary for the purposs of taking testimony
in e to the m-gfr: ak ]1:-:: Fillow, submitted the ﬁullu-w;ng report to the
joint commitiee, t er with the accompanying testimony and papers :

In obedienes to the instructions of this joint committes nduphdp:::tha 18th
ultim, your committee left Washington on the morning of the 1%th, wking with
them the steongmapher of this committee, and ed to Cairo and Mound
City, Illinuii:r%mmhm. Keotucky ; and Fort Fillow and Memphis, Tenneases ;
at each of which places they proceeded to take teatimony.

Althongh wour committee were inatructed to inquire enly in reference to the
sttack, capture, anl massacre of Fort Fillow, they have deemed it proper to
take some tosti in referenen to the operations of Forrest and his command
immedistely proceding and sobseqguent to that horrible traneaction. It will
appear, from the testimony thus » that tho muirocities committed at Fort
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Fillow were wot the resalt of passions excited by the heat of conflict, hat were
the reaulis of a palicy deliberately decided wpon and unhesitatingly annoaneed,
Even if the wneertainty of the fats of those officers and men belonging to eolored
regiments who have heretofore been takon prisoners by the Tthﬂﬁ“ fuiled to
convines the autherities of cur government of this fact. the testimany lorewith
submitted mnst convineo even the most skeptical that it ia the intention of the
robel authorities not to recognize the officors and men of our colored regiments
as gntilled to the treatment accorded bEnII civilized nations to prisoners of war,
The declarations of Forrest and his officers, both before and after the captore
of Fort Pillow, na testified to by such of oar men aa have cscaped after bei
taken by him; the threats eontained in tho varioos demawds for surrender made
at Padweah, Columbas, knd other places ; the renewal of the massasre the morn-
ing after tho captare of Fort Fillow ; the statemeouts made by the rebel officers
to the officers of our ganbonts who received fhe fuw sarvivors at Fort Pillow—
all this proves moat conclusively the policy.thoy have determined to adopt.

The first operation of any importance was the attack upon Union city, Ten-
nesaes, by & portivn of Forrest's command. The attack was mode on the 24th
of March. The poet was ocenpicd by & faree of about 500 men under Colonel
Hawkins, of the Tth Teanesece Union :M;r]rj'. The atiacking force was so-
perior in nambere, but was repulsed eeveral times by onr furecs.  For the par-
ticulars of the artack, and the circomstances attending the surrender, your com-
mittee woald refer to the teetimony herewith submitted. They would state,
however, that it wonld appear from the testimony that the porrender was

ped by mearly if mot qu.te all the officers of Colonel Hawking's command.
?{III' committee think that the circomstances conneeted with the surronder are
such that they demand the most searching hevestigation by the military author-
ities, as, at the time of the surrender, but one man on onr eide Lnd been injored.

On the 25th of Mareh, the enomy, under the rebel Generals Forrest, Buford,
Harris, and Thompson, eatimated at over 6,000 men, made an attack on Padocah,
Kentuehy, which post was occupied by Colonel 8. (. Hicks, 40th INlinois regi-
ment, with G55 men. Ouwr forces redioed Into Fort Anderson, and thers made
their stamid—aseisted by some Lelanging to the command of Capiain
Bhirk of the pavy—sacesalully repelling the attucks of the enemy.  Fallin
to make apy lmpresaion upon oar ferces, Farreat then demanded an unsondition
surrender, closlng his ecinmunication to Colane]l Hicks in theae worde: = If you
sarrender Fou slall be treated as prizoners of war, but if 1 bave to storm your
works you may expect o goarter.”  This demand and threar wos mel by a
refusal on tlhe part of Colooel Hicks to surrender, he stating that be had been
placed there by his povernment to defend that post, ood Le sbiould do so.  The
rebels made thres other aasnulis they same day, bat wees repulsed with heavy
loag each thime, the rebel (rencral “Uhompaon {ncing killed in the last nssanli,
The enemy retired the oext day, hoving saffered o boes estimated ot thres hen-
dred killed, and from 1,000 to 1,200 wounded. The loss on oor side wos 14
killed and 46 wounded.

The aperations of the enemy of Paducab were choracterized by the same
bad faith and treschory that scem to have beeome the seitled paliey of Foorest
amd bin command. The fsg of truce was token mdvantage of thero, na else-
where, Lo serure desirnble positi ma which the rebels were anable to obtuin by
fair and bonorably means; oud also to affond riumitics for plundering 511
vato sfores as well s governmeont property. At Paducsh the rebels were guilty
of acts more cowardly, i possible, than any they bave ticed elsewhere.
When the atteck wos modo the officers of the fort amd of the gunhants ndvised
the women and children to go down to tho river for the porpess of being taken
aeroes out of danger. As they were leaving the town for that purpose; the
rebel sharpabiooiers mingled with them, and, shiclded by their preseoce, ad-
vanced and fired upon the gunboate, wounding some of oar offcers and men.
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(Cur forces conld not return the fre whbout endangering the lives of the women
and children. The rebels also placed women in front of their lines as
moved on the fort, or were procesding to take positlons while the flag of truca
was ut the fort, in order to compel our men to withbold their fre, out of

for the lives of the women who were made ase of in this mosl coward]y manner.
Far more full details of the attack, aod the treachercus and cowardly practices
of the rebels there, your committen refer to (he testimony herewith submitted.

On the 13th of April, the doy after the capture of Fort Pillow, the rebal
General Buaford befors Gnluml:u. Kentucky, and demanded its un-
eonditionnl sarresder. He eoupled with that demand o threat that if the
was Bot sarrendened, and he d be compelled to attack it *no guarter
whatever ahould be shown to the negro i e To this Colonel Lawrence, in
command of the poat, replied, that * surrender was ont of the ?ueuinn, as ha
had besn placed there by bis government o hold and defen mmd
|ImuH do so. No uhz.'r. was made, but the enemy retired, having taken ad-

of the Hag of truce to selze some borses nl'y'u'mu-n dua:u.l whicl had
hun t in there for security.

It was at Fort Plllow, however, that the brutality and eruslty of the rebels
wers moat fearfully exhibited, ‘T'he gurriscn there, aecording @ the last retarns
received at headguarters, amonnted to 19 officers and 538 unF ted men, of whem
B2 were cola tronps, comprising ooe battalion of the Gth Taited BHeates
beavy artillecy, (formerly called the lat Alabama urﬂle:-{;} of eolored troops,
ander command of Major I. F. Booth; one section of O DUnited Statsa
light artillery, eolored, and one battalion of the 13th Tennesses cavalry, white, .
eommanded by Major W. F. Bn.ﬂ.ﬁ;rnl. Mujor Booth waa the ranking officer,
and was ln command of the

Oa Tueaday, the 13th qf.ﬁpnl [the |nmr|:nl|r:r of the u'tl.ir:k on Fort Somter,
in Aﬁ'l. 1861,) the pickets of the garrison were driven i _]ull'hq.ﬁum ganrisa,
that belng the first intimation our Erm there liad of ony intention on l-lmg::
of the ene Hj' to attack that place. Fighting wogn Leenme E\!uuﬂ.md a
8 o'clock Major Booth was killed. Major Bradford succeeded to the command,
and url.:hdrﬂr all the forces within the fort. 'They bad previcusly ocen
some intrenzhments ot some distance from the fort, and fortber from the

This fort was situnted on a high bluff, which descended precipitately to
river's edge, the side of the bluff on the river side being coversd wi
bushes, and fallen timber. Extending back from the river, on either side of thB
fort, was a ravine or hollow—the one below the fort containing severnl private
stores and some dwellinge, constituting what was called the towo. At the
muuth of that mvine, ot the river bank, were some government baild
containing commissary and quartermaster’s stores.  The mvioe above the fort
wid known as Ould Creek ravinn, the sides being covered with trees and bushes,
To the right, or below and & little to the front of the fort, wos s level piece of

ite so elevated an the fort iteelf, on which had been erected some

g huts or shantéies, which wers occupied by tho white troops, and also used for
hospital and other purposes. Within the furt tents had been erccted, with
board foors, for the use of the eolored troops.  There wore six pieces of artillery
in the ﬁuﬂ,mnuhng of two G-pounders, two 12-pounder howitzers, and two
10-pounder Parrots.

¢ rebels continued their attack, bat, up to two or three o"clock in the after
noon, they had oot gained decisive succeas, Chr troops, both white nui
bilack, fought most bravely, auf'lrm in good spirits, The gunboat Ko, 7, (New
Era.) Captain Marshall, took part in the mn‘s‘l:l. shelling the coemy as
tomity nﬂpan:i ignals had hun pgreed upon by which the officers in the
could indicate w]:em the guns of the beat could h& moet effective, There be
but one gunboat thern, no permansnt im ppears to have been
Imﬂ:ummy;hruthqwm nfunﬂn'm.ihurwu maks
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their a rance in the other. They wouald thus and retice a8 the goo-
bont Ifn-ﬁt:'ﬂ fram one paint ta the :lhr:r. ﬁ.hﬂl‘t‘mﬂwt the fire on
wides alockened somewhat, and the guanbont moved oot in the river, to eoal and
eleau ita guna, having Bred 252 rouode of sbell, shrapuell; and canister, which
nearly exhawsted ita rupply of smmunition.

The rebels haviag thiss for fiiled fw their atinck, now resarted to their cos-
tomary use of flage of truce. The firet fing of truce conveyed a demand from
Farrest for the wocomlitiona]l sarrender of the fort.  To this Major Bradford

lied, asking to be allowed one howr to coneult with bis officers nmal the officers
of the gunboat. In & sldrt time n sccond flng of troee appearcd, with & com-
munication from Foorest, that he would allow Major twenty minates
in which to move his troops out of the fort. and & it was not done within that
time nn assanlt would be ordered.  To this Major Himdford returmed the reply
that ke waounld not anrrender.

During the time these flage of tiuee were fiying, the relels were maving down
the ravine and taking positions frem which the more readily to charge apon the
fart. DPartics of them were also engnged in plandering the government baildings
of commiwsary and quarterinaster's stores, in full view of the guonboat,  Captain
Marshnll states st he refraived from firing upon the rebels, althongh they wers
thus vielating the flap of trece, for fear that, ehoubi they finally sueceed in cap-
hrrin(LtElt fart, they would justify any ateocitica they might commit by saying
that they were in retalintion for his firing while the flag ot troee was fiying.  He
says, bowever, that when Do saw tlio reliels coming down the raving abave the
fort, and raking positions there, he got under way and etond for the fort, deter-
mived to use what little ammunition lie bad lefe in sbelling them out of the
::l:r-:.' but he did not get up within effective ranpe before the fionl assault was

-

Immedintely after the seeand fing of troee retired, the rebels made A msh from
the positions they hnad so treacherously gained and oldained poeeession of the
fort, mising the ery of = Ko guarter!”  Huot little apporiunity was allowed for
resistapes.  Lhur teoops, blick nml white, threw down theie orma, and soeght to
escape by mminﬁ down the steep blufl near the fort, nd secreting themeslves
bebind trees wnd luge. in the bushes, and aonder the brush—eome even jumping
into tha river, lenving only their heads above the water, a8 they eronched down
under the bank.

Then followed n ecene of ermelty and morder without a parallel in civilized
warfare, which needed bat the tomahawk and eealpiug-knife to exeeced tho
worst atrocitica over enmmitied by eavages. The rebels commenced an indis-
eriminsts slanghter, eparing weither sge nor eex, white ar black, soldier or
civilian. The officors and men mmesmtu vie with ench other in the devilish
work ; men, women, and even children, wherever foand, weee deliberately shot
down, beaten, and backed with sobres ; some of the ehildren wot mone than ten
years old were forced to stand up and face their murderers while being shot ;
the sick and the woonded were buichered withoni merey, tle robela even
entering the hospital building and dragging them out 1o be ehot, or killing them
a8 they lny there anable 1o offer the lesst regietanee. A1l over the hillside the
work of murder was going on ; numbers of our men were enlleeted together in
lines or groups and deliberstely aliof; some were st while in tlie river, whila
othera un the bank were shot and their bodica kicvked into the water, many of
them #till living but onable 1o make any exerticis to save them-clves from
drowning. Some of the rebels stood on the top of the hill or o short distanes
down its side. and called to our eoldiers t0 come up to Vhem, and a2 they
approached, sbiot them down in cold blosd ; iF their gund or pistols missed
fire, forcing them to stand there umtil they were ngain prepured to fire.  All
arnand were heard cries of * No quarter ! “ Ko quarter ! < Kill the damned
niggers; shoat l-bEI‘n down "' All who asked far mercy were answered by tha
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most crael taunts and enecrs.  Bome were spared for o time, anly to be mardered
under circamatances of greater creelty, No cruelty which the most fiendish
maligaity conld devise wos amitted by these murdererm. e white soldier
who was wounded in oo leg se ma to be aoable to walk, was made to stand o
while his tormentars shot bim ; others who were woonded and wnable to stan
were held nr and again shot. Chne ne who had been ordered by e rebel
officer to lwald hia boree, was killed by him when be remountesd; another, s
mere child, whom an afficer had taken up behind bim on his lorse, wos seen by
Chalmers, who at once ordered the nﬂrcfr to put him down and shoot him,
which was dons. ‘The huta and tents in which many of the wounded bnd
sought shelter wore set on fire, hoth that night and the next moming, while the
wounded were atill in them—thase anly ﬂuping’ wha were able to get them-
selves aut, or who could prevail oo others leas injured than themselves to help
them out; and even some of those thus secking to escape the, flames were
met by those ruffians anil brutally shot down, or had their braine beaten out.
Ooe man was deliberately fastened down to the floor of a tent, face upwardas,
by menns of noils driven through hia clothing and into the boards under him, 8o
that he could not possibly eseafie, and then the tent set on fire ; another was
nniled to the side of a bni{dh outside of the fort, and then the building set-on
fire omd burned.  The charredl remains of five or six bodiea were afterwnrds
found, ull but oue so much disfigured and consumed by the fiames that they
enuld oot be identiticd, and the dlentifieation of that oo i3 not abeolotely
gertnin, although there con hardly be a doubt thet it wos the body of Lieoten-
ant Akeratrom, qoartcrmastor of the 1dth Tennessec cavaley, nod o native
Tennesseean ; several witnesses who sew the remaine, snd who were persanally

- pequainted with him while living, bave testified tlat it i their firo E:licf that
it was hia body that wan thus treated.

These decds of mander amd erocliy coased when night came on. enly to ba
renewed the next morning, whon the demons carcfully sought rmong the dead
lying about in all dircetions for sny of the wounded yet alive, amd thaee they

were deliberately whiot.  Scores of the dead and wounded wore found
there the day after the massacre by the men from some of our panbonts who
wern permitted to go on shore and colloct the wounded and bury the dead.
The ribels themavlves had made s pretence of burying & grest many of their
vietims, but they had mercly thrown them, without the lesst segard to care or
deceney, into the trenches and ditehea about the fort, ar tha little hollows and
ravines on the hill-side, covering them bt ially with earth, Portions of
heads and faces, hands and feet, were fonnd protrudiog through the earth o
every direction, Tho testimony also establishes the fact that o rebela baried
some of the living with the dead, a fow of whom suceeeded afterwards in diggi
themeelves out, or were dag out by others, one of whom your cmmilm%
in Mound City loepital, thore examined, And even when your commitien
visited the spot, two weeks afierwards, although parties of men had been sent
on shore from timo to timo to bury the bodies woburied and rebury the others,
and worg even then eogaged in the same work, we found the evidencea af this
murder and cruelty still most painfally apparent; we paw bodica still unbaried
(at some distance from the fort) of seme sick men who had been met flecin
from the hospital aud beaten down and brutally mordered, and their bodies
where they had falleh. We could still see the faces, hands, and feet of men,
white and blsck, protruding out of the ground, whose graves had not been
reached by thies engaged in re-interring tho vietims of the massaere; and although
a great deal of rain had fallen within the preceding two weeks, the ground, more
eapecinlly on the side and at the foot of the blof whers the most of the mur-
ders had been committcd, was still discolored h{nﬂm blosd of our brave bat
nnfortunate men, and the logs and trees showed bot toe plainly the evidences
of the atmcities perpetruted there. :

Many other mstnnces of equally atrocions croelty might be enumerated, but
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your commitiee feel compelled to refrain from givieg here more of the heart-
sickening detnils, and reter to the statements contained in the volominous testi-
mony berowith sobmitted, Those statements were obtined by them from
eye-witncsses and sofferers; many of them, as they wers “.-imﬁ;clb;r Four
committee, were lying ?n bedn of pain and me'ng. BOE B0 ¢ that
their lips could with diffenliy frame the words by which they endeavored to
grmvey some ides of the croeltics which bad been miflicted on them, and which
Ihu??;ﬂ. sren inflicted on others,

ﬁmr many of our troops thus fell victime to the malignity and barbarity of
Forrest snd lis followers canmot yet be definitely ascertained. 1'wo officers
belongiog to the garrison were abeeot at the time of the captore and maseacre.
OF the remaining officers ot two aro known to bo living, and they are woanded
and now in the hospital at Mound City, One of them, Captnin Potier, may
oven now be desd, s the enrgeons, when your committes were there, exp
nt bopo of bis recovery. O the men, from 300 to 400 are known to have been
killed st Fort Pillow, of whom, at least, 300 wore murdersd in cold blood sfter
the post was in posscesion of the rebels, and our men Lad thrown down their
arms and ceased to offer rosistance.  OF the sarvivors, exeept the woanded in
the hoapital st Mound City, and tlo few who succeeded in making their cecape
anhurt, nothing definite is known ; and it is to be feared that many have been
murdered after being taken away from the fort.

In reference to the fato of Major Bradford, who was in command of the fort
when it was eaptured, and who up to that time reccived mo injury,
peems t0 be no doubt.  The pencral anderstanding everywhere to be
that be bad Lesn brotally murdered tve day after he was taken prisoner.

There is gome discrepancy in the testimony, but your commictes do not soe .
how the one who professed to have been am eye-witness of his death could
have boon mistaken. There may be some uneertainty in rogard to his fate.

When your committee arrived at Memphis, Tennessee, they found and
examined a man (Mr. MeLagan) who had been conseripted by some of Forrest's
forees, but who, with other coueeripts, bad sucoeeded in making his escape.
He testifies that while two companies of rebel troops, with Major d and
many other prisoners, were on their march from Browneville to Jackson, Ten-
nessee, Major Bradford was taken by five rebels—one an officer—led abont
fifty yards from the line of mareh, and deliberately murdered in view of all
there assembled. He fell—killed instantly by three musket balls, even while
asking that his life might be spared, a8 be had fonght them manfolly, and was
deserving of & better fate. The motive for the mu of Major Bradford secms
to have been the simple fisct that, althongh & native of the south, be remained
loyal to Lis governnent. The testimony berewith sobmitted containag man
statements made by the rebels (hat they did oot intend o treat * home
Yaukees," as they termed loyal southervers, any Letter than negre troops,

There is cave eircumstance conwected with the cvents herein narrated which
your committes cannot permit to unnaticed. The testimeny herewith sub-
mitted discloses this mast astonnding and shameful fact: On the nsoruing of the
day sneeeeding the capture of Fort w, the gunboat Silver Cloud, {No. 28,)
the transpart 5]al.lu Valley, and the gunboat New Erm, (No. 7.) landed at Fort
Pillow under flag of truce, for the purpose of receving the few wonnded thore
and buryiog the dead. Wlale they were lying there, the fbel General Clhialmers
and other rebel oficers came down to the landing, and some of them went on
the boats, Notwithetanding the evidences of rebel atrocity and barbarity with
which the {mu.nﬂ was eovered, thers were some of our army offerm on board
the Flatte Valley so loat to every foeling of decency, bonor, and sell-reapect, aa
to make themaslves disgrocefolly conapicuons in bestowing eivilithes and otien-
tiom o the rebel officers, even whils they were buasting of the manlers ﬂ]ej'
bad there committed. Your committee were aoable to ascertain the names of
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ihe officers who binve thos inflicted so foal & etsin upon the honer of our .
They are assared, bowever, by the military authorities that every effort will
mude ta ascertnin their names and bring them to the punishment they so richly
merit, ° :

In relation to the reenforcement or evacuation of Fort Fillow, it would &
pear from the teatimony that the troops there stationed were withdrawn on the
25th of Janoary last, in arder to accompany the Meridian expedition under Gen- -
eral E-hl:mz. ﬂﬂnm]th[;[urlbqtﬁiﬂu nt I:iu rﬂ- received any {nia-tm:tlau
to permynently vacate poat, denming it important o sceapy i, 80 that
the rebels should not interrupt tho navigation of the Mississippi by planting
arfillery there, he sent some troops there sbout the middle of Febmary, increas-
ing their nomber sfierwards antil the garrison amounted fo nearly GO0 men.
He aleo atates that as soon as he learned that the place was a o e lmme-
d'u.l.ﬂ]}' tonk measures to send up re-enforcemonts from Memphis, and they wers
actually embarking when ho received information of the capture of the furt.

Your committes cannot closa this report without expressing their obligations
to the officers of the army and navy, with whom they were brouglt in eontaet, for
the asistance they rendered. It i8 true your enmmittes were furnished by the
Beeretary of War with the fullest authoricy to eall upon any one in the army for
such services as they might require, to enable themn to make the investigation
devalved upon them by Ca but they found that no such authority waa
moeded. army and navy officers at every pointthey visfted evinced a desirs to
aid the commities in every way iu their power; and all expreased the bighest satis-
faction that Congress bad so prompily weken eteps o ascertain the fucts connested
with this fearful and bloody trananction, and the bopse that the investigntion wonld
lead to prompt and decinive measares on the part of the governmemt.  Yeour com-
mittee would mention more particularly the names of Genernl Mason Brayman,
military commandant at Cnir.; Captain J. H. Odlin, bis chicf of staff; Captain
Alezander M. Pennock, United States navy, flect capt oin of Misaiesippi g I
Captain Jomes W, Bhirk, United Btates mavy, commandin ?thpﬂllrinl Mis-
sisuippi squadron; Surgeon Horace Wardner, in charge of Mound City general

ital; Cnptain Thomes M. Farrell, United States wavy, in command of

Hastings, (furnished by Captain Peanock to convey the commities to

Fillow n Hmphiulﬂr Etuin Thomas [*attison, naval commandant at

Memplis; Geoeral C, O, Washburne, and the officers of their commands, s
among thoso to whom they are indebted for assistance and altention.

All of which ia respectfully submitted.

B. F. WADE,
. W. GOOCH.

Adopted by the committes as their report.
BE. F. WADE, Chairman.



